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There is one body and one Spirit – just as you were called to one hope when 
you were called – one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 

all, who is over all and through all and in all ~ Ephesians 4:4-6 
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Heaven is for Real  is the title of a recent best-selling book and major motion picture.  A young boy 
claims to experience a trip to heaven during a medical emergency, sparking conversation and reflection 
on the ultimate question that people have wrestled with for ages:  Is there really life after death?  For 
Christians, the answer to that question is a faithful and triumphant “Yes”!  Since Christ’s resurrection, 
the “one hope” (Ephesians 4:4) of eternal life has been a central part of the gospel message.  We believe 
that heaven IS for real.  And over the next month, we will be inspired by that hope and share it! 
 
Services and Events 
 
Sunday, September 28th - One Hope: The Victory of the Resurrection of Christ 
Jesus scored a decisive victory over death when God raised him from the dead.  Now Christ holds power 
over life and death and deserves to be Lord of all.  How amazing is that? 
 
Sunday, October 5th - ACR Conference, VA Beach: “Celebrate”! 
The ACR Conference will be like a little piece of heaven on earth.  Let’s enjoy the time of celebration and 
fuel the hope that we have in Christ.  There will be a Family Worship Service at Crestwood Middle School for 
those not attending the conference. 
 
Sunday, October 12th - One Hope: The Promise of Eternal Life for All who Believe 

The victory of Christ’s resurrection is not for Him alone.  He holds out salvation and hope of eternal life 
to all who believe.  That is an incredible offer and promise – so incredible that it should radically 
change our lives in ways that are evident here and now. 
 
Sunday, October 19th - One Hope: Heaven IS for Real…so what is it like? 
Special “All Nations” Worship Service 
There are incredible things to look forward to in heaven, where people from all nations will worship 
God forever in unity.  It’s never too early to celebrate that promise and encourage each other with our 
hope. Bring a friend! 
 
 

 



Weekly Scripture Reading & Daily Meditation Questions 
(Based on passages from the One Hope Sunday sermons) 
Meditate on these Questions in your personal time with God & discuss them with your family or household  
Week 1 – Sept. 29-Oct 4 
Scripture Focus: I Corinthians 15:1-28  

 Sept 29 – Christians must hold firmly to the gospel message if they hope to be saved (v.2).  In 
what ways does living in this world threaten to weaken your hold on the gospel? 

 Sept 30 – The fact of Christ’s resurrection is something of “first importance” (v.3-4). Why do 
you think that is and what does that mean practically for your life? 

 Oct 1 – Even in the first century, people were skeptical of the notion of resurrection (v.12).  
Why do you think people are skeptical today, and how can Christians help others overcome 
their skepticism? 

 Oct 2 – Without the resurrection our faith would be useless (v.14) and futile (v.17).  How do 
you see the resurrection being useful and purposeful for your faith in practical ways? 

 Oct 3 – Consider what Paul says in verse 19.  Why would it be pitiful to have hope in Christ 
only for this life (ie. The physical lives we live presently on earth)? 

 Oct 4 – Verses 20-28 describe Christ accomplishing some of the most amazing things 
imaginable.  How does this inspire you to live for Him and trust Him?  

 
Week 2 - Oct 6-11 
Scripture Focus: I Thessalonians 4:13-5:11  

 Oct 6 – In 4:13, Paul draws a distinction between the way that the world grieves/mourns over 
the dead, and the way that Christians ought to, because of the hope of the resurrection.  As a 
Christian, how does the resurrection change the way that you deal with sorrow or grief? 

 Oct 7 – Imagining the day where the faithful dead (and alive!) are united with Christ forever is 
something that Christians should be encouraged by (4:18).  How are you personally encouraged 
by this thought? 

 Oct 8 – Although we do not know when specifically the “end” will come, our hope of eternal life 
should keep us prepared every day (5:4).  Do you feel prepared for Christ to return today? 

 Oct 9 – Striving to live holy lives as “children of the light” is directly connected to our hope of 
the resurrection.  Why should eternal life inspire you to live holy lives presently? 

 Oct 10 – The hope of salvation is described analogously as a helmet that we don for battle (v.8).  
How can you put on this helmet to practically prepare yourself for spiritual battle every day? 

 Oct 11 – Consider Paul’s instruction for Christians to encourage and build each other up with 
thoughts/talk of the resurrection (5:11).  How can you do that with another disciple? 

 



Week 3 – Oct 13-18 
Scripture Focus: Revelation 21-22:7 

 Oct 13 – In 21:1-3, the advent of the new heaven and earth is compared to a wedding scene.  
Why do you think that is a good comparison and how does that make you feel? 

 Oct 14 – According to verses 4-5, God will do away with an “old order” of things where death, 
mourning, crying and pain have no place.  Imagine your life without those things as part of it. 

 Oct 15 – In establishing a new order, God must destroy sinfulness and those who practice it in a 
“second death”, but those who overcome will inherit the new order (v.7-8).  In what ways does 
the promise of heaven inspire you to turn away from sinfulness? 

 Oct 16 – The long description of the “new Jerusalem” illustrates how the most precious and 
beautiful objects that we have on earth (such as jewels and gold) will be as commonplace as 
streets and bricks in heaven.  Think of the most beautiful and precious thing you have 
seen/experienced, and imagine how heaven can exceed that. 

 Oct 17 – Think about the role that the presence of Christ and God play in the city as described 
in 21:22-22:5.  In what ways can God and Christ play a central presence in your life right now 
that reflects this future reality? 

 Oct 18 – Imagine the entire narrative of mankind coming full-circle: being expelled from 
Paradise and losing access to the tree of life (Genesis 3:24), and then regaining it in heaven (Rev. 
22:2-3).  As a part of this narrative, what role are you playing with God to help bring about this 
happy ending? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Activities and Practical Challenges 
The hope of eternal life should motivate us in practical Christian living, and inspire us to greater faith 
and love in our Christian journey.  Challenge yourself, and one another, to take on as many of these 
weekly activities as your faith is leading you to a higher call! 
 
Week 1 – Sept 29-Oct 4 

 Write a list of all the people you know (family, friends, neighbors, work colleagues, etc.) but 
have never reached out to.  How many can you invite to the “Heaven IS for Real – All Nations 
Worship Service”?   

 Watch the movie Heaven is for Real, and use it as a conversation-starter throughout the month to 
evangelize and/or invite people to the All Nations Worship Service. 

 

Week 2 – Oct 6-11  
 Hospitality Night – Invite someone (perhaps a person who responded to your Week 1 invitation) 

over to your home for a movie night to watch “Heaven is for Real”, or for a meal to discuss 
beliefs about the afterlife. 

 Show your hope in the next life, and not this one, by letting go of something “earthly” or making 
a big sacrifice this week.  (E.g. Sell something and give the money to someone in need, donate 
something valuable to the poor, give up that costly habit that you know you should, spend some 
time serving in the community) 

 I Peter 3:15 reminds us to be prepared to tell people about the hope that we have.  Take some 
time this week to write out your reasons for your hope in Christ.  Post these reasons in places 
where others can see – desk/cubicle at work, Facebook page or twitter account, front door. 

 
Week 3 – Oct 13-18 

 Pick a day to fast from sunrise to sunset.  Pray to begin a new evangelistic friendship through 
this campaign outreach and for a successful “All Nations” worship service.  Follow-up with 
every individual you’ve contacted/invited to the All Nations service. 

 Renew hope in another by reaching out again and reconnecting with someone that you know or 
have reached out to in the past, but have fallen out of contact with. 

 Confess to another person about an area of life/faith where you had lost hope but have been re-
inspired about through this campaign.  How will you turn that into a lasting lesson and lifestyle 
change going forward? 
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